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Five fantastic looks with mom in mind

Valentino shoes, $645
from Neiman Marcus

Diamond earrings with 
diamond jackets, $3,750 

from Glenn Betz 
and Associates

Teri Jon suit 
available at 
Saks Fifth 
Avenue

Vintage custom designed 
Chinese Silk handbag with 

pearl and enamel frame by
Christine of Detroit circa 

1940 (Heirloom family piece)

Neutral

Orchid and rose shoulder 
corsage by Artistry Florist

Aisle Style
produced by ellen gutierrez | Photographed by      david lancaster
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Purle

Gold channel set diamond 
bracelet, $4,100 from Glenn 

Betz and Associates

Amethyst square cushion 
cut earrings, $250 and 

princess cut pendant on 
gold chain, $550 from 

Glenn Betz and Associates

jovani gown 
available at 
distinctions

Orchid nosegay
by Petals Galore

Kate Spade 
handbag, $250

Kate Spade
glitter pumps, $325
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Bronze
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Judith Leiber clutch, $2,295 
from Neiman Marcus

Daymor gown
available at
Distinctions

Valentino shoes, $645
from Neiman Marcus

A dress with 
dramatic details 
only needs a few 
elegant, well-chosen 
accessories.

Orchid corsage from 
Thorn Studio LLC
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Navy

Vintage beaded handbag by 
Charlet of New York, circa 
1950 (heirloom family piece)

Teri Jon gown 
available at Saks 
Fifth Avenue

Freshwater pearl
bracelet, $450 from 

Glenn Betz and
Associates

Pearl drop earrings, 
$1,500 from Glenn Betz 

and Associates
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South Sea 
pearl choker, 

$8,000 from 
Glenn Betz 

and
Associates

Rose and crystal corsage 
from RW Designs

Kate Spade
glitter shoes, $325
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Platinum

Daymor dress
available at
Distinctions
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Kate Spade
 glitter clutch, $55

Kate Spade shoes, $325

Gray/blue Baroque 
pearl necklace and 

matching bracelet, $185 
from Ross Simons
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Must-haves

Fab Feet shoe 
cushions, $5.29 

from Target

 Matrix Wonder Boost root 
lifter, $16 from Bridal Hair

by Marilyn

 OPI nail polish,
$8.50 from Target

 Quimica Alemana Nail Hardener, 
$3.48 from Amazon

Assets shapeware 
by Spanks, $23
from Target

1 Sometimes the hardest part 

about finding the perfect dress 

for you daughter’s or son’s wed-

ding is taking the first step and 
that step is trying on a dress. Jump 
in, try on dresses, ask the sales 
person to make a few suggestions, 
she knows their inventory and how 
they will flatter your body type. Tell 
her what you are comfortable wear-
ing, what time the wedding and 
reception are and how formal or 
informal the wedding and reception 
are going to be. You may not know 
what the perfect dress is going to 
look like so try them on, even the 
ones you never think will work; you 
might be surprised.

2 Who goes first? The mother-of-
the-bride chooses her dress first 

and then the mother of the groom 
chooses hers, while respecting the 
choice of the mother of the bride 
and the bride.

3Mother-of-the-Bride, although 

it is your dress and your 

choice, please respect the wishes 

of the bride. Remember how you 
hoped the bride would listen to 
your opinions when she was choos-
ing her wedding dress? Well now 
she is hoping the same thing.  

4 Mother-of-the-Groom, I sug-

gest you include the bride 

when you are choosing your dress 
or, at the end, before making your 
purchase. I have a friend whose 
mother-in-law to be asked the bride 
to join her to finalize her mother-
of-the-groom dress choice. When 
she showed the bride her number 
one choice it was the same dress 
the mother-of-the-bride had already 
purchased! By sharing this moment 
with the bride a very awkward situ-
ation was averted.

5 When choosing your shoes 

there are three things to con-

sider: comfort, comfort, comfort. 

If your dress is long who the heck 
is really going to see your shoes. We 
all want to wear the shoes that make 
our legs look the best and our sil-
houette the most flattering but then 
by the end of the father-daughter 
dance your feet are bloody stumps. 
Accept the fact that you are going 
to be on your feet a lot and you 

cannot enjoy this all important day 
if your feet hurt so, choose comfort-
able shoes and have a back up pair 
of more comfortable shoes waiting 
under your dinner table.      
     This goes for the bride too. I had 
a very smart bride who slipped into 
the most divine pair of Ugg slippers, 
yes slippers, for her reception and no 
one, but the two of us, ever knew it 
happened. She was careful to choose 
her wedding shoes, and comfy shoes, 
with the same heel height so she was 
not tripping over her dress after she 
changed her shoes. 

6 Some mothers-of-the-groom 

are privileged enough to be 

included in many of the vendor 
and planning meetings and, I cannot 
stress how lucky you are; but, with 
that privilege comes responsibility. If 
your opinion is solicited then offer it, 
gently, but honestly. And if it is not, 
then do not offer it. You may not 
realize how powerful even the most 
innocent comment might be.

7   Don’t get hung up on the size 

of a dress. Pick a dress that flat-
ters you, you are comfortable in and 
that you love. Size is just a number 
and it should not define you. Plus you 
can always cut the tag out, then the 
size becomes a deep dark secret and 
no one will ever know.
 

8 Although prints are popular 

this year I don’t recommend 
them for your “mother of” dress. 
Prints can be distracting in photo-
graphs and not the perfect look you 
will want in the wedding pictures.

9       Photography tends to flatten 

your hair. Although I am not 
suggesting you inflate your hair to 
a balloon like proportion, a small 
amount of height will be more 
flattering.

10 Weddings are emotional 

times and I encourage all 
mothers sharing this special time 
with their child to enjoy the experi-
ence. In the big picture buffet vs. sit 
down dinner, pink vs. purple, long 
vs. short dresses just doesn’t matter. 
What matters is your child is mar-
rying the person they love and you 
are sharing that experience with 
them. Lucky you.  

Mother-of-the-Bride/
Mother-of-the-Groom TIPS


